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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 
 

MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MARCH 5, 2021 
 
 

COVID-19: The End is In Sight 

 

The coronavirus pandemic tested everyone this past 

year.  Because most Ohioans complied with the 

emergency shutdowns/restrictions, wore masks, and 

practiced social distancing, the state has been a 

leader in lifting stay-at-home orders and opening 

schools, restaurants, bars, and other public venues.   

 

On Thursday, Gov. Mike DeWine announced that he would cancel all COVID-19 

health orders once the state reaches 50 coronavirus cases per 100,000 people 

for two-weeks.  How close are we?  The state reported 179 cases per 100,000 people as 

of Wednesday, March 3. That is down from 731 on December 3 and 445 on February 3. 

 

It is not the time to become complacent.  Masks are proven to be effective in 

reducing the risk of contracting the virus.  There are three COVID vaccines available, and 

the number of doses and vaccination sites is increasing every week.  The age of eligibility 

also dropped to 60 this week.  

 

Victory is close at hand.  Let’s stay focused on crossing the finish line together by wearing 

masks in public, social distancing, and getting a vaccine.   If everyone does their part, we 

will not have a setback and will emerge from this health crisis sooner rather than later.   

 

I am so optimistic about the future that the City is already planning the 4th of July, Home 

Days, and many other events.   

 

 

Any resident, who needs assistance registering for a COVID-19 vaccine, 

should call Community Services at 216-524-7373. 
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2021 Community Shred Days 
The City’s Service Department was awarded a 
$4,817 Community Recycling Awareness 
Grant from the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District. 
 
The funds will be used to host two “Community Shred Days” for residents and City 
employees.  The first event will be Saturday, May 1, from 9 AM to Noon or until the 
maximum 12,000 pounds are shredded. 
 
The Absolute Shred truck will be parked in the City Hall parking lot, and residents and City 
staff can drive-up and drop off papers and documents in bags or boxes. Staples and/or 
small paper clips do not need to be removed. 
 
No one needs to get out of their vehicle, but there is an eight (8) box/bag limit per 
household.  All shredding is done on-site for recycling.   
 
 
 
Here’s where you can download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review for 
the March 9, 2021, City Council Meeting and his Weekly Report for March 5, 2021.  
 
 
Mark Your Calendar! 

Monday, March 8   Mayor’s Listening Night  

5 – 6 PM     Phone calls only  

 

 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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Texting Scam 
 
Cuyahoga County’s Consumer Affairs Department is warning 
residents not to respond to scam texts that claim to be from 
the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Residents should NOT 
click the texted links.  
 
The BMV reports multiple text scams are circulating. The 
BMV does not text Ohioans for information.   Residents 
should NOT respond to or click on the texted links. 
 
Report suspicious texts to the Cuyahoga County Department of Consumer Affairs/Scam 
Squad at 216-443-7226. 
 
 
 

 

Welcome Spectrum! 
 
A new Spectrum Mobile, Internet, TV, and Phone 
store will open at 6901 Rockside Rd. (adjacent to 
the Hibachi Japanese Steakhouse) later this 
month.   
 
Charter Communications, which owns and 
operates Spectrum, announced it was making a 
move to serve customers better.  The Spectrum 
store in Garfield Heights will close on or around 
March 31, 2021.   

 
 
 

Independence High School Drama Club Performs  

 
Friday, March 19 at 7 PM 

Saturday, March 20 at 7 PM 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, no in-person seating is available.  
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Lovingly based on the classic film comedy “Monty Python and the Holy Grail,” MONTY 

PYTHON’S SPAMALOT retells the legend of King Arthur, his Knights of the Round 

Table, and the Lady of the Lake who “always look on the bright side of life.”  The 2005 

Broadway production won three Tony® Awards, including Best Musical. 

 

Enjoy this live production from the comfort of your home (and convenience of snacks and 
refreshments in the kitchen) by purchasing a Live Stream Pass for $12.50 (includes 
a technology fee) using this link: 

Monty Python's SPAMALOT - Independence High School. 
 
Follow the simple instructions on BookTix and create an account to complete the 
purchase if you do not have one.   Each Live Stream Pass is good for ONE device only. 
 
 
 
Go, Junior Cavs! 

The Junior Cavs Youth Basketball season has wrapped up.  This is the third year that the 
City has partnered with the Cleveland Cavaliers for this fun, athletic program.  Teaching 
children the fundamentals of basketball in a fun and supportive atmosphere helps build 
confidence and motivate young people to be active and make championship choices.  Fifty-
seven boys and girls were enrolled this year.    

 

 
 

 
 

https://ihsmusical.booktix.com/index.php
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Primary School Craft Night 

Twelve budding artists created original art with string and paint and then decorated 

frames to display their colorful work at Primary School Craft Night on Friday, February 26.   

They also tried their hand at 3D art, creating coral reef structures with clay. 
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Preschool Wintertime Fun 

The long-stretches of freezing winter 

weather didn’t stop Independence pre-

school children and parents from having 

fun at the Civic Center! 

Thirty-two children and adult helpers 

attended the second Wintertime Fun 

program held earlier this year.  

The children learned to trace their names 

on paper and in salt crystals.   

Thanks to the helpers, the children made different sized clay balls, rolled them in pretend 

snow to make mini-snowmen.   

 

They also painted a small scene to display their snowmen.    Others took advantage of the 

indoor ice skating and played on our winter scene magnetic boards.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, ask 
them to send their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org .  

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

